A rare case of oral epithelioid sarcoma of the gingiva.
Epithelioid sarcoma (ES) is a rare malignant soft tissue tumor. ES can be classified into proximal, distal, and fibroma-like subtypes. These tumors show both mesenchymal and epithelial immunophenotypes. Microscopically, the proximal type ES is usually characterized by nodules of spindle and epithelioid cells growing in granuloma-like pattern often presenting with central necrosis. Immunohistochemically these tumors are vimentin, pancytokeratin, and usually EMA (80%) positive. CD34 (50%) and CD99 (25%) may be positive, and occasionally SMA and S-100 immunopositivity has been reported. No specific genetic alterations have been found in ES. As far as we know, this is the first case in the literature to present ES in gingival mucosa.